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District encompasses portions of nine counties in the 
Arkansas River Basin

Description of the District



Description of the District
• Two distinct areas of the 

Project – West slope and 
East slope facilities. 

• Project consists of 
diversions, conveyances, 
and storage facilities.

• Primary function is to divert 
water from Colorado River 
tributaries on the west slope 
for use in the water-short 
areas in the Arkansas Valley 
on the east slope. 



Inventory of Water Resources

• Project consists of 5 
storage reservoirs,16 
diversion structures and 9 
tunnels.

• Over the last 25 years, 
the Project has allocated 
an average of 
approximately 55,600 
acre feet of water from 
the west slope.



Water Budget

• Project water supplements 
supplies that are available to 
users from non-project 
sources. 

• Requests for Project water 
must come from entities 
located within the District.

• Allocation policy is a minimum 
of 51% to municipal uses and 
49% is allocated to agriculture.

Allocation of Project Water

Municipal
51%

Agricultural
49%



Water Budget

•Historically allocation of 
Project water has been 77% 
agricultural and 23% 
municipal use, because 
municipalities have not used 
their full allocation.

•2002 was the 1st year 
municipalities used their full 
51%, leaving agricultural 
users with only 49%.



Policies that Promote Conservation

• Public Education
– Water Users 

Meeting
– Arkansas River 

Basin Water Forum
– Speaker’s Bureau
– Tours
– Schools



Municipal Conservation Program
• Conservation Workshops

– Training for Water 
Professionals

– SECWCD & La Junta 
Workshops

– Planning & Implementation 
Training – April ‘07

• Conservation Plan 
Development
– Assist entities with grant 

funding
– Plan development

• Ark Valley Conduit
– Implementation

• Leak detection equipment



Municipal Conservation Program
• Efficient Landscape 

Irrigation Practices
– Xeriscape Education 

Program
• Demo Garden
• Workshops/Classes
• Tours 
• Website –

www.secwcdxeriscape.org



Municipal Conservation Program
• Efficient 

Landscape 
Irrigation Practices
– Demo new 

technology
– Workshops focus 

on proper design, 
maintenance & 
management

– Irrigation Audits
– Brochure



Municipal Conservation Program

• EPA WaterSense
• Drought & Water 

Supply survey
• District Survey on 

Conservation plan
• Developing a Drought 

Response Plan 
• CWWC 

Representation



Agricultural Conservation Program
• CSUAVRC partnership

– Field Days
– Tours

• www.secowaterwise.org
• ET & weather info
• Research
• Resources
• Events
• Brochure

– CIG grant

http://www.secowaterwise.org/


Long-Term Management of 
Phreatophytes

• Strategic Plan
– Plan Development
– Map the Basin
– Website & database 

development
– Funding

• DOLA
• ABRT/CWCB
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